
Cato T. Laurencin, 
M.D., Ph.D.

Geoffrey Young, 
Ph.D.

Joan Y. Reede, 
MD, M.S., M.P.H., 
M.B.A

Lynne Holden, 
M.D.

Selwyn M. Vickers, 
M.D.

Dexter Frederic, 
M.D.

20
24

 C
O

BB
 A

W
AR

D
EE

S
H

IG
H

LI
G

H
TE

D
 G

UE
ST

S 
&

 S
PE

AK
ER

S

Leadership and Innovation in Medicine and 
Scientific Research for the Elimination of 
Racial and Ethnic Health Disparities 

ANNIVERSARY
2004–2024

th

Annual 
Program

Leadership and 
Innovation 
in Medicine 
and Scientific 
Research 
for the 
Elimination 
of Racial and 
Ethnic Health 
Disparities 

August 3–7, 2024  |  New York, NY

NMA Convention and  
Scientific Assembly

2024
Institute

NMA HEALTH 

Cobb
W. MONTAGUE



2

 
2

0
2

4
 

A
N

N
U

A
L

 
P

R
O

G
R

A
M About The Cobb Institute . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . X

Sponsors and Contributors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . X

Schedule of Events  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . X

Venue & Locations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . X

Disclosures of Commercial Relationships . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . X

Planning Committee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . X

Welcome from the President & CEO and Chairman of the Board of Directors . . . . . . . . . . . . X

2024 Honorees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . X

W. Montague Cobb Lifetime Achievement Award . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . X

Cato T. Laurencin Lifetime Research Award . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . X

Distinguished Cobb Lecturer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . X

2024 Cobb Lecture and Symposium . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . X

Cobb Scholars Program Convening, in Collaboration with Baylor School of Medicine . . . . . . X

Jane Cooke Wright, M.D. Cancer Disparities Symposium &  
Poster Walk in Collaboration with the International Myeloma Foundation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . X

Project IMPACT 2.0 Symposium on Representation in Clinical Trials . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . X

Year in Review . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . X

Remembering Edith P. Mitchell, M.D., MACP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . X

Table of  
 Contents
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The 2024 W. Montague Cobb Symposium: 
“Then and Now - Navigating Best-in-Class 
Mentoring Innovation”  
Livestream available via BlackDoctor.Org

Cobb Scholars Convening 
on the NIH All of Us Research Program with 
Baylor College of Medicine

Myeloma Research Scholars Poster Walk 
as part of the 2024 Jane Cooke Wright, M.D., 
Cancer Disparities Symposium

2024 Jane Cooke Wright, M.D., Cancer  
Disparities Symposium and Poster Walk
Keynote Address
Lisa A. Newman, M.D., M.P.H.
Weill Cornell Medicine/New York  
Presbyterian Hospital Network

2024 Project IMPACT 2.0  
(Increase Minority Participation and  
Awareness of Clinical Trials) Symposium
Keynote Address
Etta Pisano, M.D.
Advanced Research Projects Agency for Health (ARPA-H)

   Advancing Access to Medical  
and Scientific Research Careers!
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About The Cobb Institute

Board of Directors

Advisors to the Cobb Scholars Program

Executive and Administrative Leadership

The Cobb Senior Fellows

The W. Montague Cobb/National Medical Association 
(NMA) Health Institute (The Cobb Institute), a 501(c)
(3) in Washington, DC, engages in innovative research and 
knowledge dissemination for the reduction and elimination 
of racial and ethnic health disparities. Founded in 2004, the 
Institute honors the legacy of William Montague Cobb M.D., Ph.D., LL.B., a distinguished physician, anthropologist, 
and professor of medicine and anatomy at the Howard University School of Medicine. In addition to hosting the 
Journal of Racial and Ethnic Health Disparities, the Institute collaborates with public agencies, private entities, academic 
medical centers, including the medical schools of the historically black colleges and universities (HBCUs), and—equally 
important—communities. The Institute also provides opportunities for early career doctorates to receive intensive 
mentoring and networking in the areas of research, policy and practice. With funding from governmental agencies 
such as the National Institutes of Health (NIH) as well as substantial in-kind contributions, the Institute continues to 
cultivate a trusted and proven network of diverse stakeholders committed to solving racial inequities in health.

Mallory Williams, M.D., Chair
Rodney Hood, M.D., Vice-Chair
Audra Meadows, M.D., Secretary
Kevin Sneed, Pharm.D., Treasurer

Alexus Cooper, M.D.
Alvin Crawford, M.D.
Dexter Frederick, M.D.
Lynne Holden, M.D.
Lonnie Joe, M.D.
Kevin McDonald, J.D., Ed.D.  

Roger Mitchell, M.D.
Elizabeth Ofili, M.D.
Richard Allen Williams, M.D.
Yolanda Lawson, M.D., NMA President 
Miracle Rogers, M.D. Candidate, SNMA 
President

Winston Price, M.D., Chair 
Evelyn Lewis, M.D.
Sharon Jackson, M.D.
Bonnie Simpson Mason, M.D. 
Lisa Merritt, M.D.
Mark Murray, M.D., Ph.D. 
Brian Rivers, Ph.D. 
Christine Joseph, Ph.D.

Lori Bateman, Ph.D.
Cedric Bright, M.D.
Virginia Caine, M.D., M.P.H. 
Elizabeth Ofili, M.D.
George Hill, Ph.D.
Marja Hurley, M.D.
Brandi Freeman, M.D.
Lee Green, Ph.D.

Lovell Jones, Ph.D. 
Derrick West, M.D., M.S. 
Alvin Crawford, M.D. 
Betty Crutcher, Ph.D. 
Terone Green, M.P.A. 
Earlexia Norwood, M.D. 
Yashika Watkins, Ph.D. 
Lynne Richardson, M.D.

Randall C. Morgan Jr., M.D., M.B.A., 
President & CEO

Cato T. Laurencin M.D., Ph.D.,  
Editor-In-Chief, Journal of Racial and 
Ethnic Health Disparities

Winston Price, M.D.
Doris Browne, M.D., M.P.H.
Christina Stephens, Ph.D., Q.A.S.
Maliek van Laar, P.M.P., CMPH
Conchita Burpee, M.B.A. 

Tiffany North Reid, M.P.H.

Donald E. Wilson, M.D., Chair
Michael Lenoir, M.D., Vice Chair
Louis W. Sullivan, M.D., Chair Emeritus
Georges C. Benjamin, M.D.
Joseph Betancourt, M.D., M.P.H. 
Carolyn Barley Britton, M.D., M.S.
W. Michael Byrd, M.D., M.P.H. (deceased)
Donna Christensen, M.D.
Linda Clayton, M.D., M.P.H. 
James P. Comer, M.D., M.P.H. 
Lisa A. Cooper, M.D., M.P.H. 
Alvin H. Crawford, M.D.
James Gavin III, M.D., Ph.D. 

George Hill, Ph.D.
Rodney Hood, M.D.
Sonja Hutchins, M.D., M.P.H.
Camara Phyllis Jones, M.D., M.P.H., Ph.D.
Edith Irby Jones, M.D. (deceased)
Lovell A. Jones, Ph.D.
Thomas LaVeist, Ph.D.
Cato T. Laurencin, M.D., Ph.D.
Robert Like, M.D., M.S.
Edith Mitchell, M.D. (deceased)
Randall C. Morgan, M.D., M.B.A.
Elizabeth O. Ofili, M.D., M.P.H.
Roderic Pettigrew, M.D., Ph.D.

Joan Y. Reede, M.D., M.S., M.P.H, M.B.A. 
Griffin Rodgers, M.D.
John Ruffin, Ph.D.
David Satcher, M.D., Ph.D.
Brian Smedley, Ph.D.
Richard Allen Williams, M.D.
Jackson T. Wright, Jr., M.D., PH.D.
M. Roy Wilson, M.D., M.S.
Vivian W. Pinn, M.D.
Gail E. Wyatt, Ph.D.
Augustus A. White III, M.D., Ph.D.

Institute
NMA HEALTH 

Cobb
W. MONTAGUE
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Sponsors and Contributors
Thank you to our sponsors, contributors, and partners!

Diamond Sponsors

Contributors

Bronze Sponsor

Partners

Department 
of Surgery
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Saturday, August 3, 2024 

7:30 AM–12:00 PM 17th Annual Walk a Mile with a Child 

Location: Sheraton Hotel, West Ballroom

7:00–8:30 PM Honoring of Cobb Awardees at NMA Opening & Awards Ceremony 

Location: Hilton Hotel, Grand Ballroom West

Sunday, August 4, 2024 

1:45–3:45 PM  2024 W. Montague Cobb Symposium and Lectureship 

“Then and Now - Navigating Best-in-Class Mentoring Innovation” 
Location: Hilton Hotel, Grand Ballroom West

Livestream: Facebook.com/BlackDoctor.org/Live or YouTube.com/BlackDoctorOrg

5:00–7:00 PM Exhibit Hall Opening and Reception 

Location: Hilton Hotel, Rhinelander - 2nd Floor, America’s Halls level 3 & 4

7:00 PM–8:30 PM Cobb Institute Reception 

Sponsored by the Journal of Racial and Ethnic Health Disparities, 
a Springer Publication (By Invitation)

Monday, August 5, 2024 
All events for this date are in the same location: Sheraton Hotel, Central Park East Conference Room

7:45–8:00 AM Welcome and Introductions from Board Chairman of the W. Montague Cobb/NMA 
Health Institute (The Cobb Institute)

8:00 AM–12:00 PM 2024 NMA Project IMPACT 2.0 Symposium on Representation in Clinical Trials

“Driving Diversity: Collaborative Solutions for Clinical Research Equity”  
(A program of the NMA Project IMPACT 2.0, in Collaboration with The Cobb Institute) 
1:00–3:00 PM 2024 Cobb Scholars Convening
“Empowering the Next Generation: Precision Medicine and the NIH All of Us Research Program.” 
(In collaboration with the All of Us Evenings with Genetics Research Program of the Baylor 
College of Medicine)

3:30–5:30 PM 2024 Jane Cooke Wright, M.D., Cancer Disparities Symposium and Poster Walk

“Updated Strategies for Addressing Disparities in Cancer Care and Screening”  
(A program of Sidney Kimmel Cancer Center at Jefferson Health, 
the NMA Oncology Section, NMA Internal Medicine Section, 
International Myeloma Foundation, and The Cobb Institute)

 

Schedule of Events
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Venue & Locations
New York Hilton Midtown 
1335 Avenue of the Americas  
New York, NY 10019 
(212) 586-7000

Second Floor

Thurd Floor
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Venue & Locations

Lower Level

Second Floor

Sheraton New York  
Times Square Hotel 
811 Seventh Avenue  
New York, NY 10019 
(212) 581-1000

All Floors - Sheraton New York Times Square Hotel

All Floors - Sheraton New York Times Square Hotel
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Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME) Standards for Commercial Support require 
that we collect commercial interest information from faculty for identifying conflicts of interest, and for resolving 
those conflicts. Accordingly, all persons in a position to affect the educational content of the activity must complete 
a full disclosure form prior to the activity. Additionally, we request copies of all speaker presentations. (These aid in 
determining and resolving potential conflicts). Faculty disclosures, or lack thereof, must be made known to learners 
prior to the activity. No undisclosed financial relationships for speakers nor the planning committee. Any disclosed 
financial relationships did not influence the planning and content of the program and no such commercial products 
will be discussed in the program.

Committee Co-chairs
Randall C. Morgan, Jr., M.D., M.B.A. 
President and Founding CEO, W. Montague Cobb/ NMA 
Health Institute (The Cobb Institute)

Mallory Williams, M.D., M.P.H. 
Chair, Department of Trauma and Burn  
John H. Stroger Jr., Hospital of Cook County 
Board Chairman, The Cobb Institute

Committee Members
Yolanda Lawson, M.D. 
President, National Medical Association

Cato T. Laurencin, M.D., Ph.D.  
University Professor 
CEO, The Cato T. Laurencin Institute for Regenerative 
Engineering, University of Connecticut 
Editor-In-Chief, Journal of Racial and Ethnic Health 
Disparities

Dexter Frederick, M.D.  
Associate Dean of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion (DEI), 
Loma Linda University 
Founder and CEO, Best Medical Academy

Lynne Holden, M.D. 
Professor, Emergency Medicine,  
Albert Einstein College of Medicine 
President, Mentoring in Medicine, Inc.

Cedric M. Bright, M.D. 
Vice Dean for Medical Education and Admissions and 
Professor of Internal Medicine, East Carolina University 
(ECU) Brody School of Medicine 

Geoffrey Young, Ph.D. 
Senior Director, Transforming the Health Care Workforce, 
Association of American Medical Colleges (AAMC)

Debra Murray, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor  
Co-Director, Office of Community Engagement & 
Diversity Molecular and Human Genetics 
Baylor College of Medicine

April Adams, M.D., M.S. 
Assistant Professor, Obstetrics and Gynecology, Division of 
Maternal Fetal Medicine Molecular and Human Genetics, 
Baylor College of Medicine

Jasmine Baker, Ph.D. 
Postdoctoral Associate, Baylor College of Medicine

Faculty & Staff
Charmaine L. Green, D.Min., M.Div., M.S. 
Doris Browne, M.D., M.P.H.
Winston Price, M.D.
Christina Stephens, Ph.D., Q.A.S.
Maliek van Laar, P.M.P., CMPH
Conchita Burpee, M.B.A.
Tiffany North Reid, M.P.H.

Disclosures of  
Commercial Relationships

Planning Committee
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Dear Friends and Colleagues:

Whether joining us in person at the 2024 NMA Convention or virtually, we extend our 
warmest welcome. Our W. Montague Cobb/NMA Health Institute Annual Program at the 
128th National Medical Association (NMA) Convention is poised to be both enlightening 
and stimulating, featuring engaging Symposia in collaboration with various partners and 
institutions, including the Jane Cooke Wright M.D. Symposium and Project IMPACT 
2.0 Symposium on Representation in Clinical Trials, addressing the pivotal role of 
representation in medicine, biomedical research, and clinical trials to mitigate racial and 
ethnic health disparities.

First, we invite you to join us in congratulating our 2024 Cobb Honorees, featured on 
subsequent pages. Their dedication and contributions to the medical and scientific fields 
are exemplary and warrant special recognition.

Reflecting on the 2023 Symposium, which served as a pivotal moment for contemplating 
progress and challenges in medical education and diversity, we eagerly anticipate the 
2024 Symposium. We are privileged to present Dr. Cato Laurencin of the University of 
Connecticut and Journal of Racial and Ethnic Disparities as our distinguished Cobb Lecturer, 
whose remarkable contributions epitomize excellence in education, medicine and scientific 
innovation. Dr. Laurencin’s lecture promises to ignite crucial conversations around 
mentorship and representation in regenerative engineering. Panel discussion will then delve 
into strategies and challenges in fostering diversity and inclusion in medical education, 
featuring esteemed panelists from the American Association of Medical Colleges (AAMC) 
and leading pipeline programs, including Mentoring in Medicine. The symposium will 
conclude with a summary and actionable steps guided by Dr. Yolanda Lawson, President 
of the NMA. Your participation in shaping this transformative journey is invaluable.

Furthermore, for those interested in navigating the NIH enterprise, we have thoughtfully 
designed a program tailored to our Cobb Scholars, pre-Cobb Scholars, IMF Scholars, 
NMA Postgraduate Section, and the Student National Medical Association.

We invite you to visit www.thecobbinstitute.org to become involved in advancing diverse leadership throughout 
the scientific and biomedical pipelines. Together, let us contribute meaningfully to solutions for racial and ethnic 
health disparities.

Sincerely,

Randall C. Morgan Jr., M.D., M.B.A.,  Mallory Williams, M.D., M.P.H. 
President and CEO Chair, Department of Trauma and Burn 
W. Montague Cobb/NMA Health Institute   John H. Stroger Jr., Hospital of Cook County 
(The Cobb Institute) Board Chairman, The Cobb Institute

Welcome 
from the President & CEO and Board Chairman

Randall C. Morgan Jr.,  
M.D., M.B.A. 

President and CEO

Mallory Williams,  
M.D., M.P.H. 

Board Chairman


